
Western Governors Association Logo 



Freedom to Roam  
www.freedomtoroam.org 
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National Wildlife Corridor System 



Connecting Social Scale 
with Ecological Scale 

 How can we scale up 
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Democratic 
Governance 
Structures 

Conservation 
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Adapted from Joel Cohen 



(from Theobald et al. 2000 





Social Change circa 1964 

• Wilderness Act 
 

• Civil Rights Act 



Institutionalized Social Response  
circa 1970 

 



 

Funder Response 



 

Governmental Response 





Science Response 

 



Disposable  to Sustainable 
 
Secret to Transparent 
 
Competition to Collaboration 
 
Individual to Community 
 
Top Down to Bottom Up 
 
Vertical to Horizontal 
 
Discipline to Interdisciplinary 
 
Elite Knowledge to Shared Knowledge 
 
Small Scale to Large Scale 

Where is 
the 
societal 
Puck 
going? 



Networked Communication 
 
Networked Science 
 
Networked Governance 
 
Networked Society 
 
 



 



Whole System Conservation 

 

Courtesy Craig Groves, TNC 



 



Whole System Forestry 

 



Whole System Collaborative 
Conservation 

 



 



 



Grinnell Glacier: Glacier National Park 

 

2006 

1940 

Courtesy USGS NOROCK 





Roundtable on the Crown of the Continent:  
Connecting People to Sustain and Enhance Culture, Community, and Conservation 



Place-based 
Partnerships 

Crown-wide 
Initiatives 

Larger 
Regional 
Initiatives  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nested Scales of 
Conservation 

The West 

Ecosystem 

Project 



 

Crown of the Continent 

Great Northern LCC 

Continental Scale 



Greater Yellowstone Coord Comm 

Wyoming Landscape Conservation 
Initiative 

Arid Lands Initiative 

Kootenay Conservation Program 

Blackfoot Challenge 

Rocky Mountain Front 

Big Hole Conservation Alliance 

Crown of the Continent 

Interagency Grizzly Bear Comm 

Washington Connected Lands 

Columbia Basin Fed Caucus 

Intermountain West JV 

Yellowstone to Yukon 

Western Governors 

CAN Wildlife Directors Council 

And others…. 

 



www.largelandscapenetwork.org 



+ Practitioners’ Network for 
Large Landscape 
Conservation  

1. Promote and support large landscape 
conservation initiatives. 

2. Build capacity for large landscape 
conservation management at various 
scales and across sectors. 

3. Provide support for policy analysis and 
reform. 

4. Link existing and emerging large 
landscape conservation initiatives for 
ongoing learning and exchange. 

 



100 Year Health Mission 

• Save the ecological foundation of the 
planet 

• Change the inflection point of human 
population growth and consumption 

• Change the inflection point of CO2 
• Develop a sustainable glide path  for 

human endeavor 
 



Planetary Health 

 



 

Gary M. Tabor VMD MES 
gary@climateconservation.org 


